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OBSERVATIONS. 


LATE PUBLIQGATION. 


S INCE the publication of my Treatife on Chel-“ 
ténham water, the alterative powers of this excellent 
Thineral fpting, though equal to thé fatiious waters of 
Egra, have been denied: a diteé& ptoof of the truth 
of what I have advanced concerning the inadequate no= 
tions geferally entertained about thefe matters, and art 
opinion fingular enough § but with reafon and experience 
againft it, incapable of being fupported by any argu- 
ments. Do we ‘not know that fteel and fulphur, both | 
énter into its compofition? and that though purgatives 
joined with them may leffen, they are far from wholly 
taking away their alterative powers? What we then 
allow to their grofler preparations, fhall we abfurdly 
deny to their highly attenuated, and moft fubtle ftate ; 
as they exift in this water? Befides, does it not ac& 
both by the kidneys, and the fkin, as all alteratives 
do? a man muft be hard driven indeed to fall. foul 
on fuch a notion, in. order té. confute my treatife : if. 
A Sy 4,3 Cae 
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that be the cafe. Pray how do Bath waters act, which, 
are alfo endued with chalybeate and fulphureous qua- 
lities, are they not alterative? If fuch an idea could 
get well eftablifhed, the credit of both muft infallibly 
fink in the opinion of all perfons of judgment: but 
the notion is too inconfiftent to deferve any farther 
notice, and naturally refutes itfelf. If the attempting 
to give fuch an idea of the Cheltenham water be in- 
tended to keep up a conftant regular fupply for the 
large company that attends the pump in the morning, 
it were far better to put the matter upon a fair and . 
proper footing: and to do this by preventing an un- 
“ neceflary wafte of the water, from people drinking it 
who do not want it, and the fetching fo much away 
in bottles: which, by. reafon of the fubtle nature of 
its fpirit, can be of little more ufe to the drinkers, 
than drinking it at a diftance from the f{pot, well corked 
up, and fent in bottles for that purpofee So much 
for this Publication which fhall be namelefs, from 
the firft fheet of it, which I picked up.at Cheltenham, 
and is all I fhall think it worth my while to perufe. 
Whofe author, by thus denying the alterative powers 
of the water, appears infallibly to have forfeited and 
cut himfelf off from any juft pretenfions to a proper 
Knowledge of it. — } | 

As to the Cremmcumml R -rs, with whofe fcep- 
tical fentiments, confined ideas, and narrow ways of 
thinking, partial difpofition and prejudices, I am well 
acquainted, all I could expeét from them upon a fub- 


_ject that requires fo large a compafs of thought, and 
involves. 


Bes 

involves {6 many great matters, that ate not to be 

reduced to common-place notions and diltinGtions, re- 
conciled to vulgar prejudices; nor tied up and held to 
the prevailing fafhion, tafte, and humour of the age;. 
of which they have no adequate ideas, and which clafhes 
with their principles; all I could expec, I fay, was 
a difpofition to cavil at, oF mifreprefent what I have 
wrote, though manifeftly enough for their own good, 

and that of mankind in general. This I have for 
my pains from their ignorance or ingratitude. And 
they accordingly begin with an affeéted re-application 
of my motto to myfelf; by which they impotently 
pretend to try me; and then’ break out into an in- 
yeétive againft the book: illiberally and unjuftly in- 
finuating, that if there be any thing in it, in their 
‘opinions well founded, it is, that we have no fyftem 
of mineral waters, and greatly want one. Though 
they would willingly alfo deny me even this ; becaufe 
they fay, I affert that the fubtle fpirit of waters is 
not to be underftood: but they will pleafe to add my 
words ‘‘ by fuch” namely chemical ‘ proofs”: fee pre- 
face, page 7: and becaufe I fay that the different 
waters cannot be imitiated: which that they can to 
any purpofe, I fill perfift in denying. Nay, I go far- 
ther, and declare, that they cannot even be well re- 
ftored, nor drank with good effects any where, in ge- 
neral, but on the fpot. They next contend that they 
are not to be underftood by me, becaufe I am fo 
little converfant in chemiftry: .which is not true 


Had the great naturalift Pliny no knowledge of. the 
I nature 


: | Tie} 
flatute of mineral -{prings, nor of the caufes that pros 
duce them, ‘becaufe he did not ufe chemical expe- 
timents? without them I had clear ideas of the neu- 
tral nature of the chief falt in Cheltenham water : 
and that Short was defective in his notiofis of © this 
proffer part, though he ufed chemical experiments to 
help him in his ‘endeavours to gain a proper know- 
ledge of it. Without them I knew there were- ful- 
phureous ‘principles of a very peculiar kind in Bath 
waters; a matter fo much contefted: and that Buxton 
waters are prepared from a ‘natural lime-ftone ;: which 
mere chemifts never dreamt of; But there’ need be 
ho ftronget proof, not only of their; but of an almoft 
general ignorance in thefe matters, ‘than the falling, 
credit of Cheltenham water; and its lying fo long in 
a kind of difufe: with the very peculiar late denial of 
its alterative powers by a medical gentlemen fo long 
refident upon the fpot. They next of all confidently 
affert, that all mineral waters are to be exactly imi- 
tated: which, if their meaning regards their purity, 
mild nature, real excellencé; force and efficacy, they 
¢an never prove. They then give it as their opinion, 
that their credit is greatly owing to change of air, 
fcene, and mode of life, together with chearfal amufe- 
ment: which, though thefe may fometimes have their 
ufes, is a very unfair way of depreciating their virtues, 
and fhews their ignorance about the matter. At length, 
they alledge, that their duty obliges them to declare 
(what without knowledge?) that the book both as a 
chemical and medical work, is imperfect and erroneous 

and 
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and- haying thus drawn up their charge againft it, 
yefting on bare affertions, imperfe& notions, and un- 
ju& infinuations unfupported by truth, here. ends 
‘their. firft paragraph. | 

As to chemiftry, that it has enabled aay one to 
form juft ideas of the nature and ufe of mineral , 
{prings, efpecially of their finer parts, we have no 
geod example. It is true I did not get this notion 
of its incapacity, fo confiftent with .experience, from 
being fo -conyerfant in it, as to write profefledly 
upon the fubjec, but in a more natural way. Nor 
fhould I chufe to have my head full of it, and 
hardly any thing elfe, as the heads of fome people 
are. The work however cannot be juftly called im- 
perfed, becaufe it has not a chemical analyfis for its 
objects; it haying referred a as far as it could 
well go, and in regard of the groffer parts in Chel- 
tenham water, to Doéor Fothergill’s Experimental 
Enquiry: allowing him the merit of finding out the 
neutral nature of the chief falt in it; and alfo a 
chemical knowledge of its other faline properties, which 
other inveftigators in the fame way miffed of; ex- 
ploding however at the fame time a vulgar notion 
of .chymifis, that thefe natural are the fame as their 
chemical preparations, infifting on their difference and 
fuperiority ; and fhewing the excellence of the neu- 
tral purging falt, and the influence of the faline parts 
upon each other in the compofition of the water. 
As to my knowledge in chemiftry, it is fufficient to. 
enable me to treat of it as allied to my fubje& in 


natural 
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natural philofophy, to underftand its powers, and 
know its real and proper ufes, which I have not 
denied. To know alfo that it is apt to miflead 
men in their notions of mineral waters; ‘incapable 
alone of giving them adequate ideas of them. And — 
did I not know this otherwife, the grofs errors of che- 
mifts, and their -confined ideas and weak conceptions 
of the nature and ufe of them, in their writings 
upon the fubjed&, would teach me. 

In order however to prove their affertions, we are 
here favoured with a paffage, which they know not 
what to make of. For take a chemift from “his ex- 
periments, and out of his chemical cant, and he is 
like a fifh out of water, he knows not where he is. 
We are here favoured with a quotation, I fay, from 
page 14, of the treatife, namely paragraph the 9d, 
to prove that I am no chemift. To which as 2 
natural philofopher, by way of fupporting it, I 
anfwer. That the air in water certainly undergoes 
a kind of preparation, in regard of purity, in being 
flrained with the water through the earth. The 
finenefs, fubtle nature, and adlivity of its particles 
appear alfo to be increafed by motion, and attenuation 
in the sky, or in the earth, as alfo preparatory to, 
or attendant on, its fixation in the latter, and the. 
being duly and finally perfected, fo as to produce 
that pure, fine-tafied, active and powerful fpirit that 
is in fprings. The procefs is undoubtedly gradual : 
and that the fixing it is performed by.coolnefs, and 
compreffion which confine, compact together, and con-. 


center 
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center its parts duly prepared for it, is pretty evi- 
dent. | | 
Eyen atmofpherical ait is often in a peculiar ‘flate 
of flability in frofty weather, and a kind of fixed 
condition, as far as that can be, and anfwer the pur- 
pofes of refpiration, from its purity, and the com- 
preflion of its parts by cold. For as warmth, with 
vapour, loofen its texture on the one hand, fo does cold 
compact its parts, and increafe its denfity on the other, 
Tt is true, befides thefe powers, attenuation of its par- 
ticles: is alfo neceflary to prepare them for being re- 
duced, as in water, and fome oiher liquids, toa truly 
fixed flate. | 
Before the chemical term fixed ‘came in fafhion, and 
terms do not alter the nature of things, fome good ~ 
natural Philofophers weré aware, that the air in mineral 
{prings was in a ftate of compreflure, from its great 
expanfion, and the force it exerts to recover its liberty, 
and regain its more natural atmofpherical ftate, when 
this preffure is taken off. The Cr——IR ts will 
not fay, that the pure fpirit.of common fprings is pre- 
pared on a fudden, and exadily in the fame manner 
as in a chemical procefs. How is an élaflic. and: 
etherial principle of this kind prepared and mixed with 
the fubtle effluvia of highly elaborated juices, anda 
proper regular fupply conflantly kept up! in the veflels 
of the body, to furnifh the nerves with their proper 
fluid, promote the circulation of the blood with eafe and 
freedom through its: proper veflels,. and prevent its in- 
ordinate heat and putrefaction ? undoubtedly not by 


fermentation ; nor merely from the fupplies of fixed 
Kunshes! B air 
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air arifing from the liquids taken in: but.by the adtion 
of, and re-action upon, air received into and cir- 
culating in them; by motion, attenuation, and expanfion 
on the one hand, and compreflion on the other. Now 
1£ I had not faith to underftand, and believe more than 
I can fee with my eyes, for I muft believe even in that 
cafe too, I fhould be as ignorant of thefe things as 
many others are. It is true, fermentation appears to 
be the true parent of the very elaftic air in fome li- 
quids : this is, however, no proof that it is of that 
more fimple kind in common water... And even that 
contained in fermented liquors never attains a perfect 
nature, till it has been in a ftate of coolnefs, com- 
preffion, and confinement. 

That the air is compreffed under,a flate of. ex- 
panfion in warm mineral fprings or. Therma, is fully 
evident.. But this is the cafe alfo with cold ones: 
whofe aérial {pirit is fometimes as well prepared, fubtle, 
active, and powerful, as that of hot ones; and when 
the preflure is taken off, and it lies open to the warmth 
of the atmofphere, apt to efcape. Artificial fixed air 
is never fo fully concentrated, but that it is under a 
perpetual endeavour by its elafticity to recover its 
more natural ftate. Elfe why is it neceflary to keep it 
fealed up in bottles, left it fhould thus alter its nature and 
fly off ? Similar to which is the cafe with that of a more 
natural kind under preffure and confinement in the earth, 

Hereby we are Jed into pretty clear ideas of the man. 
ner of its preparation, and a knowledge of its true 
natural flate. Nay, the matter is exemplified in the 
-adtion and reeadtion, attenuation, expanfion, and com- 


preflion 
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preffion or coercion, attending the fermentation in thé 
preparation of artificial fixed air itfelf: which, how- 
ever, at beft is but a faint imitation of what is natural. 
For no good’ naturalift can fuppofe, that the natural 
procefs is by fermentation, in the preparation of the 
pure temperate fpirit of common fprings.. He may 
with more apparent probability think it, in fome 
meafure, concerned, in that of mineral waters. But 
in the former. cafe, he muft have recourfe to other 
principles; and none are fo apparent, as thofe of 
coolnefs :and compreffion, under a very. fimple, and 
more naturally improved ftate of the elaftic and ex- 
panfive particles of the air refident in the water. 

That motion and coolnefs reftore the purity, and 
increafe the elaflic power of the air, we need not go 
far to be convinced ? witnefs the fhallow ftreams of 
rivers.” And.though the term compreffed thould not be 
allowed properly to exprefs the ftate of the air fixed: 
yet that isno proof, thatclofe confinement in, and the great 
coldnefs and preffure of the carts are not concerned in, 
and with the other powers above-mentioned, capable of 
reducing air to a fixed ftate. And it is evident, the 
more pure and fubtle its partsare, whenfoever fo pre- 
pared, the more fine when they are fixed, will be the 
tafte of the water, and the more adtive the expanfion 
of the air in it, in recovering its native ftate. 

As to the medical part of the work, three cafes are fe- 
lected by them, the 8th, the 3d, and the ed; and they 
are miftaken in their obfervationsupon them all, The 
former, they fay, was evidently a common. inflame . 
‘mation, though: there is no mention of the word in-. 

B 3 flammation, 
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flammation, nor any inflammation attended it: it being 
of a chronic nature and fome ftanding, asthe uneafy 
fenfations felt at times in it, and in the arm pit, evi- 
dently point out. And why may not fuch fluxes of 
bad humours upon the breafls, enlarging their veffels, 
and fixing upon theie elands, be fufpected of a can- 
cerous ‘tendency? when fo many, without proper re- 
lief, at length have proved cancerous of late, in much 
younger perfons.—Cafe the 2d, they will have not 
to be confumptive, though another perfon in nearly 
the fame circumftances is faid to have foon died of 
one. Becaufe they have no ideas of confumptions but 
in their terminations, when in cafes fixed upon the 
lungs no relief in general is. to be had, nor any pro- 
per notions of a fcorbutical gradual decline. But I 
would have thefe gentlemen underfland that I 
am. no thinker or practitioner by rote, who receive 
my ideas merely from others, and go on blindly in 
a beaten tiack unfupported by true notions of the 
original caufes of difeafes,. and therefore cannot be ac- 
countable to thofe who are not furnilhed with the. 
like knowledge. As to .cafe the gd, it had all the 
teflimony of being in danger to prove confumptive, 
that all family fcorbutical confumptive cafes have: the 

gentleman’s father and fifter both died of them, » 
We are now entertained with an obfervation, that 
the author has given as little information on the real 
na ure of the water, as om its medical effeQs. Now 
as to the latter, if the three cafes fele@ed had been 
proved erroneous, what honeft condudt will | warrant 
the drawing fuch conclufions as thefe with regard ta 
3 t all 
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all the refi? as to the former, it is true I have not 
pretended to fhew the exact weight of iron in any given 
quantity of the water, as others have, but which is 
foreign to the sparpofe; nor to afcertain the precife 
nature of the “fulphureous particles, though doubting 
at the fame time even of their very exiftence in it, 
But inftead of this pretended knowledge charged with 
doubts and difagreement, I have, on the contrary made 
it clear, both from the f{mell of the water, and its 
effets upon the difcharges of the bowels, that ful- 
phureous particles of fome kind are contained in it: 
and their high fubtlety and great volatility, as well 
as of ‘the chalybeate fpirit and elaftic air, have been 
alfo fhewn in obfervations on their great difpofition. 
to fly foon off. Now to fay in the face of all this, 
anda great deal more, that I give little or no infor 
mation on the real nature of the water, favours a lit. 
tle too much of an’ affurance that is not commendable. 
It may not be information in their own way, and fuch 
as. pleafes them: it is however experimental in another 
way, and the beft the fubje& will admit of. But 
they are peculiarly difpleafed with the water being faid 
to poflefs a fubtle, elaftic, aerial (and I might have 
added, with Hoffman, ztherial, from the principium 
inflammabile it contains) mineral or chalybeate {pirit, 
with volatile fulphureous principles; but this is really 
the cafe. And to call it only a mineral fpimit, ac. 
cording to the ufual phrafe, conveys no proper idea. 
For if it be compounded, and of a nature peculiar, 
there is no coming at proper ideas, but by diftin- 


guithing the yarious parts of its compofition, and de- 
{cribing 
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feribing its real nature and powers. When, therefore, 
we come to the neceflity of the ufe of terms, to anfwer 
this purpole, I beg leave to affert, that to fay there 
is an ‘exquilitely ‘fubtle, elaftic, aerial, chalybeate 
fpirit in this water, and that it is alfo endowed with 
volatile fulphureous principles, gives ideas as adequate 
and perfect as its nature will well admit of, ‘and far 
more exalted than mere chemical experiments ever did, 
or will attain. I have already fhewn them that, with 
fome other requifites to be in the next place attended 
to, they having fuch ideas has enabled me to form 
better notions of the nature and ufe’ of this mineral 
fpring, than others by any other means could get: 
and I have communicated: them that men might raife 
their minds up to them, and improve their more weak 
conceptions by them. Undoubtedly no human work 
is without its’ imperfections: but I can defy them 
to fhew many real faults in this. 

I am in a peculiar manner obliged to them for 
their laft. quotation, from page 31, line the 6th, to 
Tine the 2d in page 32, and which if ‘they properly 
underftood, they would not treat with ridicule. Now, 
though the’ notions intended to be there conveyed are 
weil enough expreffed, yet as I know it is out ‘of their 
way, who are already got far on their journey in a 
road, through which they will not return, nor come’ 
into that way of true knowledge neceflary for great at-’ 
tainments, by regaining the fimplicity of mind which‘ 
they have loft; though this, I fay, be their cafe ; and 
though I will not rake upon me to furnifh thefe gen- 
tlemen always with ideas, yet I will undertake in this 

4 inflance 
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inflance to fet them right. They are there informed, 
that when men underfland the whole animal economy, 
and the real caufes of difeafe hereditary and acquired, 
and the influence of the various conftitutions of the 
air upon bodies fo affected and difpofed, are not framers 
or followers of imperfect fyftems, nor attached to par- 
tial notions, they then from having fuch perfe& know- 
ledge of health and difeafe, will have a due infight into 
the ways of. providential wifdom, and God’s power in 
forming fuch excellent inflruments as mineral waters, 
which far exceed the knowledge and power of man to 
frame, for the relief of the latter: gaina proper know- 
ledge of their nature and powers, and know how to 
-ufe them: but never till then. In other words, he 
that underftands his trade will know the nature of, 
and how to ufe his tools. 

The force of the paffage then is more natural and pro- 
per than they were aware of. And indeed a part of 
the matter at leaft was not fo very abftrufe, but that 
a philofophical and medical writer has long fince 
given intimation, though he did not expeét to have it 
fo foon exemplified*, that no rational attempt could 
-be made to determine the virtues and ufes of a mineral 
water, though we had ever fo exact and full a knowledge 
of its contents, till the real internal nature of the folids 
and fluids of the body, the changes they are fubje& to, 
and the true feats and caufes of diftempers were under- 
ftoodt. It is this. great knowledge | that I contend for : 

* For a proof of this, fee cafe oe firft, and the reflections 
upon it. 


ft See the conclufion of Shaw’s Enquiry into the contents, 
&c. of Scarborough waters. 
and, 
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atid, if people will let me, mean in due time to afford. 
But how comes it that thefe. felf-fufficient, profound 
judges were fo ignorant about this matter? If this be 
ignorance it is of a grofs kind, and if it be not ig 
norance is is fomething worfe: 

But when {ceptifm once lays hold on men’s minds, 
and they begin to lofe fight of the true principles of reli+ 
gion, what wonder is it that their faculties become gradu. 
ally obfcured, and that ignorance takes pofleffion of their 
fouls ? Rendering them proud without knowledge, and 
not only incapable of attaining, but even averfe to 
that of a more fublime kind, and fometimes, almoft 
haters of thofe who have it: having not only their un- 
derftandings blinded, but their judgments alfo fo warped, 
and their wills often fo perverfe, partial, and depraved, 
as to. be in many inftances unfit for thofe honeft and fo- 
cial duties they owe to each other. 

After all thefe gentlemen have fome qualms, and mif- 
givings of mind, that, notwithftanding their authority, and 
all the pains they have taken to difcredit it, the book 
will have its admirers. But why fo? Why, ‘‘ becaufe 
itis wrote with fo much confidence and plaufibility.”— 
They were determined to have a bold ftroke at me at laft: 
but the effort feems to be made with fo much art and de- 
fign, as to endanger their appearing in their proper 
colours: | ' 

Every writer who has a proper knowledge of his fub- 
jet, will always treat it in a mafterly manner, and with . 
a certain air of confidence. But if confidence and plauft- 
bility may be joined together, they themfelves have a 
more undoubted title to them than any others : but as to 
my writings, it is not in their power to even judge. of 

them, 
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thern, as I have heretofore told them, and they now fee, | 
-much lefs to confound them. 

Thus: fink their weak obje@ions one after another, till 
there are none left. And as it has been with them, 
and their remarks upon my writings, on former occa- 
fions, fo do they fare on this: their loofe opinions fall ; 
their captious arguments fail. Yet thus it is they would 
lead’ men by the nole: affluming, under a.mafk of 
learning, a penetration of mind, a nicenefs of dif- 
cernment, and a truth of fentiment, with which they 
are not endued; which renders them, in many cafes, 
and under many circumflances, incapable of paffing 
a true judgment, and deciding upon the real merits 
‘of the produdtions of other men; Though they fel- 
_ dom fail to let loofe their paffions, decry, and treat 

‘without mercy, or even decency, whatever they diflike : 
being, on thie other hand, as partially affe€ed towards 
what they chufe to favour; and this they call reviewing. 
And having firft fettled in their minds the matter of 
depreciating any work, they find no difficulty in 
trumping up a few remarks, or quoting a few paflages 
that will beft bear the colour they want to lay upon 
them, and anfwer their plaufible. pretexts that the book 
is fo and fo : but in the prefent cafe, dabbling ‘a little 
too much laid them open to a reprimand that they 
well deferve. For let me have a criticifm or an anfwer, 
not envious and detradting, partial and injurious, in- 
Aidious, artful, and évafive, but that will fland exa- 
mination. As thefe gentlemen do not appear to me 
properly to underftand their trade, I will here prefene 
them with the character of a good critic. 

| Cc | '. Every 
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Every true critic has a great genius, a mind en- 
‘dued with elevated thoughts, a found judgment, and 
an honeft heart; and is capable of writing well upon 
the fubjedts of thofe works whereon he pafles judgment. 
But if thefe Pfeudo-critics think to put their impertinent, 
vague, ‘and exceptionable remarks, and bold affertions, 
upon a level with my writings, it is what] fhall not ad- 
mit of. And therefore here take the liberty of re- 
aflerting the propriety of my Motto, by referring them 
back to the advice of the’ very acute and judicious au- 
thor quoted in my title page; which I will take care 
to apply properly and effedually to them. And I 
heartily with they may have the fenfe and modefty to 
ufe their critical talent wifely in future, upon fubje&s 
proportionate to their abilities, and not fo rafhly run 
their heads againft every thing that they meet with. 
For the paflage in a more extenfive fenfe, regards af- 
fected critics as well as other incapable writers, — 

They may like or diflike my,writings as they think 
fit: they were not intended merely for their ufe. They 
may alfo. adopt Virgil's expreflive character of Bavius 
and Mevius, and apply it how they pleafe. But I 
beg leave to inform them, that thefe rafcally writers 
of antiquity did not more infeft him and Horace with 
their bad verfes, than modern critics do fome of the 
beft authors, upon religious and other fubjects; nor were 
they fo hurtful to mankind, . 

Thefe gentlemen undoubtedly know that Lucian was 
filed Dedm hominumque derifor. For the character is 
ever apt to be confiftent: and when men have once 
perfuaded themfelves to make free with the facred truths 


of 
z 


[19 | 
of religion and the attributes of the Deity, or in other 
words, to deny the divine nature of their redeemer, 
they will find no great difficulty in mal-treating the 
writings nor even characters of men, In regard of the 
former, an infpired writer, they know, hath pronounced 
thofe blefled who have not fat in the feat of the fcorn- 
‘ful. And as to their rude and offenfive taunts, low 
wit, unfair ways of depreciating, and other little arts 
of buffoonery, I cannot do better than refer them to 
the decifion of the Poet I have already quoted, who 
cautions his- countrymen concerning fuch perfons in 
the pice words ; 
| —_——._ folutos 
Qui pate as hominum famamgue dicacts, 
Fingere qui non vifa poteft, 
hic niger eft; hunc tu Romane caveto. 

For my part I ever had a fovereign contempt for 
all little geniufes, who aim at being witty at the expence 
of others; and it is a fure mark of incapacity: but 
a critical buffoon. as -being moft out of true character, 
is of all others the! moft contemptible. . However, if 
they can fatisfy the public in this matter, I meddle no 
more with it, But, though I forgive ill treatment, I 
fhall ever hold myfelf at liberty to take notice of it: 
efpecially when men err fo grofsly, or as it fhould feem 
even wilfully, in their criticifms upon my writings. _ 
For could it be fairly attributed to mere ignorance, it 
might the better be difpenfed with, And had they 
treated my writings and the public with ingenuity and 
candour, they would at leaft have had the credit of 
preferving their integrity, though they had been deficient 
in judgment, 
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Befide the ill ufaze I have had from them, I 
was attacked for my notions of this excellent ‘mineral 
fpring, and endeavours to bring it into ufe, even before 
the publication of. my treatife ; from another quarter 
fince. However, as I have fettled matters with the above- 
mentioned: gentlemen, and as both this treatife and my 
other writings have a ftrong view to the good of 
ethers, and I well know it is not in the power of all 
men. to invalidate the force of the fubflantial matter con- 
tained in them, I will not make this latter, on the na- 
ture and ufe of Cheltenham water, farther a inatter of 
controverfy, by attending any more to the weak ob- 
jeGtions of any man. Let no plaufible, ftale pretences 
then infinuate that a proper knowledge of the nature 
and ufe of mineral waters may be gained by means 
that experience finds infufficient, and truth difowns. 
Such ill-founded opinions may indeed amufe the ig- 
norant: but let it be remembered that I here declare, 
that as chemical methods have not, fo they will not be 
able to give due notions of either : as in regard of the 
latter, namely, the ufe of mineral waters; Shaw has 
alfo well obferved. I doubt not every medical gen-— 
tleman will indulge his own private’ fentiments about 
++: and let him do it. And if he chufes to write, I 
apply to him, in regard of the philofephical and medical 
_ knowledge, and even moral fentiments contained in 
this treatife, in the words of Horace : | 

Si quid novifti reétius i/tis, 


Candidus imperti: fi non, bis utere mecum. 
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